
THE PARISH OF BARROWDEN AND WAKERLEY 

45th Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Sunday 13th March 2016 at St Peter’s Church, Barrowden 

Meeting of Parishioners 

1 Present – Members of PCC - Chair David Lovering, Kay Bagshaw, Janet Verest, Ver-
na Post , Martin Beattie, Angus Kennedy, Harry Spry Leverton, and members of the con-
gregation. Steve Preston – minute taker.  

No Apologies had been received. 

David welcomed all those present to the meeting. 

2 The minutes of the 44th Meeting held on 12th April 2015 were accepted as an accu-
rate record by the meeting.   

3 Incumbent’s Report - not submitted as no incumbent.  

4 Election of Churchwardens – 
Current Churchwardens were Kay Bagshaw and Martin Beattie.  

In the absence of anyone else expressing an interest and the willingness of Kay and 
Martin to stand again, they were duly elected. The Chairman expressed his thanks to 
Kay and Martin for their commitment over a long period of time. 

The Chairman then closed the meeting. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

Present – as above 

1. The Minutes of 12th April 2015 with were taken as read, agreed and adopted. 

2. Matters Arising – There were no matters arising 

3. Report on the Electoral Roll.  Kay Bagshaw reported that numbers on the Electoral 
Roll had been revised. This meant the roll stood at 72 - 1 up from last year.  Kay brought 
the appropriate forms for anyone wishing to join the roll.  

4. Election of Deanery Synod Representatives. Jane Williams represents the 
benefice at synod. 

Martin Beattie and David Lovering had expressed an interest in continuing in this role. 
No-one else had expressed an interest in the role.  

Martin Beattie and David Lovering were duly elected.  



5. Appointment of Sidesmen.  All present sidesmen : Kay Bagshaw, Gill Profitt, Sheila 
Saunders, Rita Conway, Brigit McMullen, Daphne Lovering and Pat Comber, were willing 
to continue and all were elected en bloc. 
  
6. Annual Financial Statement . Angus Kennedy had provided the audited Annual Fi-
nancial Statement as a written report to the meeting.  

Angus highlighted the following : 

• The annual deficit was £902. The third year in a row a loss had been made. 
• Other accounts are detailed and these may be specific e.g. restricted to repairs. 
• Dividends are 0.5% which is modest 
• Donations and the Giving Programme are critical to the church being solvent  

If anyone wishes to update the Giving covenant then they are advised to talk to David 
Lovering. The programme allows the diocese to claim 25% tax on the donations so this 
is very tax efficient.   

There were no questions. 

David thanked Angus for his work in preparing the accounts so clearly.  

The report and the accounts were adopted unanimously by the meeting. 

7. Reports.  

All other written reports ; Electoral Roll and Secretary’s Report,  were included within the 
Annual Financial Report.  
  
Martin updated the meeting on the re-ordering project. The DAC had previously ap-
proved our proposals but the Chancellor had significant issues with them. 

Martin explained that in the last quarter we had now gone back to the Chancellor having 
consulted Registrar Anna Spriggs to see how we might address the three areas of diffi-
culty : Pews ; Heating and the Organ. The Chancellor had replied that if the changes 
were made he would look favourably on them.  

Details : 
Pews - retain 6 and look to have oak chairs with some oak benches - matching other 
joinery. 
Heating - under floor but gas system 
Organ- issues with size and siting of existing organ on plans. The Chancellor seems to 
have accepted the constraints. We hope find a new home for the organ. 

In response to a question by Sheila Saunders, Martin estimated the costs to be around 
£300,000 ; most of which would be met by fund raising and grants with some of our own 
money.  

David Lovering indicated that if the go-ahead was given then a village meeting would be 
held as it was now some 4 years since the last one. 

John Comber asked if there would be underfloor heating in the choir. There will not be. 



Kay suggested that fund raising might included sponsorship of chairs, even though much 
of the funding would be drawn from outside sources.    

Martin added that new quotes would be needed and that our architect would pursue this 
with several companies. 

The Chairman thanked Martin for his hard work and persistence in taking forward our 
plans over 8 years where the Bishop’s desire to see a 21st century church seemed to be 
confronted by obstacles put in its way.   

8. Election of Parochial Church Council members 

All 8 members of the PCC had indicated their willingness to stand again and were for-
mally re-elected en bloc.  

The Chairman welcomed anyone with an interest in standing to come forwards.  

Two new members were co-opted : Christine Garland and Judith Pigott. 

David thanked all the members for their support. 

Malcolm Saunders asked who the members of the PCC were, as he had not seen this 
set out anywhere. David listed all members for the benefit of the meeting. 

9. Any Other Business. 

Verna Post highlighted the Shakespeare event to be held in church on the night of 22 
April. This was being organised by Noel Witts. 

The Chairman then closed the meeting.    

——————————————————————————————————————— 


